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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FROM A CLEAR BLUE SKY BY TIMOTHY KNATCHBULL
 

From a Clear Blue Sky by Timothy Knatchbull will be published by Hutchinson on September 3rd 2009. 
On the August bank holiday Monday in 1979, 14-year-old Timothy Knatchbull went out on a holiday boat trip in Co Sligo. The IRA bomb that exploded in the boat killed his grandfather Lord Mountbatten, his grandmother Lady Brabourne, his identical twin brother Nicholas and a local teenager Paul Maxwell. 
In telling this story for the first time, Knatchbull is not only revisiting the terrible events he and his family lived through but also writing an intensely personal book of human triumph over tragedy. 
Taking place in Ireland at the height of the Troubles, From a Clear Blue Sky gives a compelling insight into that period of Irish history. Although it is unflinching in its detail, this is a book about reconciliation that asks searching questions about why human beings inflict misery on others, and suggests how we can learn to forgive, to heal and to move on. 
Caroline Gascoigne says, ‘Timothy Knatchbull has produced an extraordinary account of the devastating tragedy that overtook his family. Everyone who has read From a Clear Blue Sky has been deeply moved by it, and it is hard to imagine that there will be a more arresting, thought-provoking and powerful book this year. I am proud to be publishing it.'
Timothy’s mother, Countess Mountbatten of Burma says, ‘I have read the manuscript and I think it is a remarkable record of the healing process of an identical twin recovering from an unimaginable loss. I hope the book will also be helpful to anyone whose life has been touched by tragedy.’
 
Hutchinson is an imprint of Cornerstone Publishing, a Random House Group company.  The Random House Group is an independently managed subsidiary of Random House Inc in the US, the trade book publishing division of Bertelsmann AG, one of the world’s largest and most diversified integrated media companies.
Timothy Knatchbull is represented by Jonathan Lloyd at Curtis Brown.
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